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As per CDC/SCPHD guidelines, those who test positive for COVID-19 are excluded from school and 
school activities for 10 days from the onset of symptoms, unless given clearance from a medical 
provider.  After the exclusion period has ended, one may return to school upon being fever free 

without medication for 24 hours and symptoms have improved.

FSD COVID-19 Positive/Exposure
School Setting Chart

In determining a course of action when a student/staff member tests positive/exposed to COVID-19, there are 
multiple layers of criteria to consider.  Examples include:  physical distancing duration, additional protective 
measures, number of close contacts, ability to identify close contacts, number of positive/probable cases in a 
building, level of community transmission, and hospital/health care capacity.  The following chart outlines 
possible outcomes given a confirmed positive case in a school.  This is not an all-inclusive document, but is 
meant to serve as a guideline in determining responses to positive COVID-19 situations in a school setting.

Steps to take when there is a COVID-19 positive case in the school:
1. Contact the superintendent
2. School principal or designee conducts contact tracing to determine who was in close contact
3. School principal or designee contacts staff/student parent/guardian to notify risk exposure level
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*Student/staff member had 
contact with an individual who 
was in contact with another 
individual who tested positive.

*Student/staff member was 
wearing a mask and/or was 
vaccinated, and maintained 
physical distance from 
individual who tested positive.

*Student/staff member was near 
an individual who is awaiting 
testing results.

*Student/staff member – while 
wearing a mask and/or has been 
vaccinated - has close contact 
with an individual who is 
confirmed positive.

*Student/staff member has been 
tested for Covid-19 and is 
awaiting results.

*Student/staff member – while 
not wearing a mask nor been 
vaccinated – has close contact 
with an individual who is 
confirmed positive.
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*Student/staff member should 
self-monitor and continue safety 
precautions while continuing to 
participate in daily school 
activities.

*Monitor for symptoms for 14 
days from last date of close 
contact with individual who 
tested positive.

*If no symptoms are present, 
continue safety precautions 
while continuing to participate 
in daily school activities.

*If student/staff member has 
symptoms, he/she is excluded 
from school until fever free 
without medication for 24 hours 
and symptoms improve.

*Monitor for symptoms for 14 
days from last date of close 
contact with individual who 
tested positive.

*If no symptoms are present, 
continue safety precautions 
while continuing to participate 
in daily school activities.

*If student/staff member has 
symptoms, he/she is excluded 
from school until fever free 
without medication for 24 hours 
and symptoms improve.


